Experimental studies on peripheral nerve repair following early or delayed suture.
Early suture of the sciatic nerve in rats was compared with delayed suture performed after 2 weeks. The distal tract of the nerve was studied morphologically using semifine sections and computerised measurements of the number and diameters of regenerated fibres, and electrophysiologically by the measurement of nerve velocity conduction. The morphological examination did not reveal any substantial difference, while the velocity conduction tests showed better reinnervation following early suture.